Postoperative adjuvant irradiation of rectal and rectosigmoid cancer.
Local recurrence is a major problem for approximately 40% of stage B and C rectal cancer patients following successful complete resection by either anterior (AR) or abdominoperineal resection (APR). We retrospectively analyzed the sites of local recurrence in 138 patients following curative surgery, and evaluated the effect of 5,000 rad adjuvant postoperative pelvic EXRT in reducing the incidence of local recurrence in 40 patients.